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Abstract. This thesis is about lingua franca and its role in bilingualism. The role
of lingua franca in bilingualism is to facilitate communication and
understanding between speakers of different languages, while also promoting
linguistic and cultural diversity.
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Lingua franca is a term used to describe a language that is used as a means
of communication between people who do not share a common language. In the
modern world, English has become the most widely used lingua franca, and it is
used in a variety of contexts, including business, politics, and academia.

The concept of lingua franca has been the subject of much debate among
linguists, and there are differing opinions on the role that it plays in modern
linguistics. Some scholars argue that the widespread use of English as a lingua
franca is a reflection of the dominance of Western culture in the world, while
others see it as a natural result of globalization and the increasing
interconnectedness of the world.

The use of English as a lingua franca has become increasingly common in
today's globalized world, with English serving as a common means of
communication between speakers of different languages. This trend has led to
the emergence of new varieties of English that incorporate elements of local
languages, such as Singlish in Singapore and Hinglish in India.

One of the most influential scholars of lingua franca in modern linguistics
is David Crystal. In his book "English as a Global Language,” Crystal argues

that the use of English as a lingua franca is not a threat to \other languages, but

54
Current Issues of Modern Linguistics and Translation] [National University of Uzbekistan


mailto:venera.jumabayeva@gmail.com

Builders of the Future ] [ ISSN: 2181-2705] [Special Issue: Vol.04, Issue 04, 2024]

rather a means of facilitating communication between people from different
linguistic backgrounds [1, p. 28]. Another scholar who has contributed to the
discussion on lingua franca is Braj Kachru, who developed the concept of World
Englishes. Kachru argues that English has become a global language not
because of its inherent qualities, but rather because of historical and social
factors [2, p. 11]. According to Kachru, there are three circles of English: the
inner circle, which includes countries where English is the first language, such
as the UK and the US; the outer circle, which includes countries where English
is an official language, such as India and Nigeria; and the expanding circle,
which includes countries where English is used as a lingua franca, such as China
and Brazil.

Other scholars have focused on the impact of English as a lingua franca
on other languages. For example, Suzanne Romaine argues that the use of
English as a lingua franca has led to the emergence of new varieties of English,
such as Singlish in Singapore and Hinglish in India [3, p. 275]. These varieties
of English incorporate elements of the local languages and reflect the cultural
and linguistic diversity of the regions in which they are spoken. The topic of
lingua franca in modern linguistics is a complex and multifaceted one, and there
are many different perspectives on its role and significance. While some
scholars see the widespread use of English as a lingua franca as a reflection of
the dominance of Western culture, others see it as a natural result of
globalization and the increasing interconnectedness of the world. Regardless of
one's perspective, it is clear that the use of English as a lingua franca has had a
significant impact on the way that people communicate in the modern world.
The role of lingua franca in bilingualism is complex and multifaceted. While
learning a second language through a lingua franca can provide access to a
global network of communication and commerce and can broaden our
understanding of the world, it also presents challenges, such as the potential loss

of the learner's first language and culture and the perpetuation of cultural
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imperialism. As the world becomes increasingly interconnected, it is important
to continue to explore the role of lingua franca in bilingualism and to find ways
to promote linguistic and cultural diversity and equity.

Bilingualism, the ability to speak two languages fluently, is a valuable
skill that has become increasingly important in today's globalized world. The
role of lingua franca is an important factor in the development of bilingualism.
One of the main benefits of learning a second language through a lingua franca
is the ability to communicate with people from different linguistic backgrounds.
In many parts of the world, English has become the most widely used lingua
franca, and learning English as a second language can provide access to a global
network of communication and commerce. However, the use of English as a
lingua franca is not limited to business and commerce; it is also used in
academia, science, and the arts.

Another benefit of learning a second language through a lingua franca is
the opportunity to learn about different cultures and ways of life. When learning
a second language through a lingua franca, students are exposed to a variety of
cultures and perspectives, which can broaden their understanding of the world
and help them develop empathy and tolerance for people from different
backgrounds.

However, it can also present challenges. One of the main challenges is the
potential loss of the learner's first language and culture. When people focus on
learning a second language through a lingua franca, they may neglect their first
language and culture, which can lead to feelings of disconnection and loss.

Another challenge of learning a second language through a lingua franca
is the potential for cultural imperialism. The dominance of English as a lingua
franca can lead to a situation in which English and Western culture are seen as
superior to other languages and cultures. This can lead to a loss of linguistic and
cultural diversity and can perpetuate inequalities between different linguistic and

cultural groups.
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The role of English as a lingua franca in bilingualism has both positive
and negative implications. While it provides a common ground for
communication and access to a global network of communication and
commerce, it also presents challenges such as the potential loss of the learner's
first language and culture and the perpetuation of cultural imperialism. It is
important to promote linguistic and cultural diversity and equity as the world

becomes increasingly interconnected
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